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The generation of a GLH-1::GFP expressing worm will aid us
in further characterizing the role of GLH-1 throughout
development.
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As C. elegans hermaphrodites age, sperm become
depleted, oogenesis arrests, and oocytes accumulate in the
gonad arm. Giant ribonucleoprotein (RNP) aggregates form
in these arrested oocytes that contain putative RNA binding
proteins and translationally masked maternal mRNAs.
Within 2 h after mating and replenishing the hermaphrodi-
te’s supply of sperm, the RNP aggregates dissociate and
fertilization proceeds. The majority of arrested oocytes with
aggregates result in viable embryos upon fertilization,
suggesting that aggregates are not deleterious to oocyte
function. We have determined that aggregate formation is
not strictly a function of aging, as RNP aggregates form in
arrested oocytes of several mutants that are not old-aged but
either lack normal sperm or have arrested oogenesis. They
also reversibly form in the oocytes of unmated C. remanei
females and therefore this dynamic phenomenon appears to
be conserved. One attractive hypothesis is that the RNA-
binding proteins in aggregates protect maternal mRNA from
either degradation or precocious translation while the
oocytes wait an extended period to be fertilized. We have
preliminarily identified a mutant that does not form RNP
aggregates when oogenesis is arrested. Interestingly, the
majority of these arrested ooctyes do not give rise to viable
embryos after fertilization. Thus, an intriguing correlation
exists between the ability to form RNP aggregates when
oogenesis is arrested and the ability to preserve ooctye
integrity such that embryonic viability is assured.
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A role for the Drosophila Toll-like receptor, 18-wheeler, in
ovarian follicle cell migration
Dominic A. Siler, Cassandra D. Kleve, Marie M. Alpuerto,
Elizabeth D. Eldon
California State University, Long Beach, CA, USA
The somatic follicle cells of the Drosophila ovary
provide a model polarized epithelium for examining the
genetic control of epithelial morphogenesis. Reciprocal
signaling between the germ line and follicle cells establishes
embryonic and eggshell polarity. Follicle cells play multiple
critical roles during oogenesis including shaping the egg and
secreting the eggshell. Follicle cells undergo several migra-
tions during oocyte maturation. During stage 9 of oogenesis,
most follicle cells migrate posteriorly over the oocyte.
During stage 10B, follicle cells at the boundary between
the nurse cells and the oocyte migrate centripetally to cover
the anterior end of the oocyte and secrete the operculum. A
subset of dorsal anterior main body follicle cells undergoes
elaborate migration to produce the dorsal appendages. We
have examined the expression of the Toll-like receptor, 18-
wheeler (18w), in the ovary and find it to be restricted
primarily to populations of follicle cells undergoing migra-
tion. Loss-of-function 18w mutant follicle cell clones show
delayed migrations. The eggs laid by females with ovarian
clones show defects in egg shape and dorsal appendage
morphology. We present here our evidence that the18W
protein plays an adhesive or signaling role in epithelial cell
migration.
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What factors mediate sperm pairing in monodelphis
domestica?
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Edo S. Bedzra, Jacqueline E. Pokusa
Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH, USA
New World marsupials are unusual in that their sperm
join and form pairs following spermiogenesis. Paired sperm
are precisely and firmly joined together at their heads, their
tails free to beat more vigorously together than singly. We
investigated the effect on sperm pairing of environmental
factors (temperature, pH, Ca++). Sperm pairing was unaf-
fected by ambient temperatures slightly above or slightly
below (35 and 31-C, respectively) body temperature (33-C),
Ca++ in culture medium (DMEM with 0, 100 and 200 AM
Ca++), and pH (DMEM at pH 6.7, 7.1, 7.4 or 8.1). We did,
however, determine that a pH gradient exists in the
epididymis in which sperm pairing occurs stepwise by
region (unpaired in the caput, pairing in the corpus, and
paired in the cauda). We also examined the role in sperm
pairing of a cell-surface protein (SED1, or secreted protein
containing EGF repeats and Discoidin/F5/8 complement
domains) known to mediate sperm-zona adhesion. Using
confocal analysis of immunohistochemically treated sperm,
we detected SED1 on the sperm surface. Preliminary results
indicated that the SED1 signal is stronger at the interface
between paired sperm, which coincides with the cell
membrane closest to the acrosome. We are currently
determining whether or not application of the same
polyclonal anti-SED1 antibody will cause paired sperm to
unpair in vitro.
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